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 Summer 2024 
Educational Seminar Series & Events  

for PILI Interns and Fellows 
 
One of the hallmarks of PILI’s Internship and Fellowship Programs is the weekly Summer Educational Seminar Series 
we provide. These seminars feature special guest speakers from the Illinois public interest law and pro bono 
community and cover a range of substantive law topics related to public interest law as well as career development 
issues and skill building strategies. All sessions will be offered both in-person and virtually this summer. All sessions 
are held at DePaul University College of Law, located at 25 East Jackson Boulevard, unless otherwise noted. Please 
check the PILI website to register to attend each event. 
 
 
Thursday, May 30, 2024 
9:30 a.m. 5:00 p.m. 
Intern & Fellow Orientation 
DePaul Center, 1 East Jackson Boulevard  
Kick-off your summer at PILI’s Orientation! This full day of programming will provide you with a solid foundation to 
help you better serve your clients and the organizations where you work throughout the summer. You will also have 
a chance to meet other PILI Interns and Fellows as well as members of PILI’s Alumni Network and Board of Directors. 
 
Wednesday, June 5, 2024 
12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
A Fresh Start: The Importance Expungement and Sealing of Criminal Records 
The existence of a criminal record can create significant barriers to full participation in society. Learn the differences 
between expungement and sealing, and the various initiatives designed to help more people clear their record. 
 
Tuesday, June 11, 2024 
12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
How to Interview Your Legal Aid Client 
Learn strategies to interview low-income clients in a variety of settings and tools for eliciting information needed 
to assist them such as questioning techniques, approaches to make the client feel comfortable, and how to structure 
the interview. 
  
Thursday, June 13, 2024 
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
Post-Grad Fellowships: From Pipe Dream to Project in Action 
Location: Crowell & Moring, 455 North Cityfront Plaza in Chicago 
Hear from representatives of the Skadden Foundation and the Equal Justice Works Foundation as they give you a 
deeper dive into how to design and implement an Equal Justice Works or Skadden Fellowship. This event will be 
followed by a networking reception.  
 
Tuesday, June 18, 2024 
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Reflections on Today’s Immigration Crisis 
Over the last year, the story of immigration in this country has centered on Chicago. Despite the challenging 
circumstances, we have seen a city come together to help our new neighbors as much as we can. Hear from those 
who have been part of the efforts to welcome new arrivals, including their challenges and triumphs. 
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Thursday, June 20, 2024 
6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
Volunteer Opportunity – Sip N’ Sort 
The Sharehouse, 3800 North Milwaukee Avenue in Chicago 
The PILI Alumni Network Leadership Council invites you to volunteer with them and our PILI Advisors by helping to 
sort and inventory donations of baby and toddler essentials for children in need across Chicago. Volunteers will help 
sort, organize, and assemble kits for Chicago area families in need while enjoying food, wine, and company. 
 
Tuesday, June 25, 2024 
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Where Do We Stand? Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Efforts in 2024 
In the past year, Florida and Texas have passed “anti-DEI” legislation that has resulted in state universities 
terminating faculty and shuttering entire departments that work with underrepresented populations. This is in 
addition to the recent US Supreme Court decision in Students for Fair Admissions v. President and Fellows of 
Harvard College holding that Harvard’s admissions system does not comply with the principles of the equal 
protection clause embodied in Title VI of the Civil Rights Act. A panel of DEI professionals will share their experience 
working in this space, why there seems to be increasing backlash, and what the future may hold for DEI programs. 
 
Wednesday, June 26, 2024 
5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
PILI Annual Pro Bono Reception  
Ivy Room at Tree Studios, 12 East Ohio Street in Chicago 
PILI’s Annual Pro Bono Reception celebrates the inspiring and life-changing pro bono work being done in Illinois 
through effective pro bono programs, innovative partnerships, and the unwavering dedication of individual 
attorneys and legal professionals. All PILI Interns and Fellows are invited to attend as our guests. 
 
Tuesday, July 2, 2024 
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
Policy Work and Impact Litigation for Change 
Location: Kirkland & Ellis, 333 West Wolf Point Plaza in Chicago 
Most of us are familiar with the work that public interest law organizations do to represent individual clients with 
their legal issues. But many organizations also work to push larger, systemic changes by engaging in strategic 
legislative efforts designed to shape public policy. Additionally, many organizations bring class action lawsuits to 
address systemic injustices. This work can be more long-term and complex, so organizations will often partner with 
law firms to provide support for these efforts. Hear from organizations and their law firm partners about how they 
have worked together to bring change through public policy and impact litigation.  
 
Wednesday, July 10, 2024 
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Engaging with Your Community 
What does it mean to be an active member of your local bar association? Hear from representatives of local bar 
associations about the benefits of active membership and how you can become more involved as you advance in 
your career. 
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Thursday, July 18, 2024 
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Helping Ourselves to Help Others: Understanding and Addressing Vicarious Trauma 
It is common for those working with clients who have experienced traumatic life events to also bear an emotional 
impact from the exposure to hearing the client’s stories and witnessing the client’s pain and fear. Learn how to 
become aware of the signs and symptoms of vicarious trauma and practical tips you can utilize to promote self-care 
to help you become a better advocate for your client. 
 
Wednesday, July 24, 2024 
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Public Interest Law Career Path  
This seminar features a panel of dedicated public interest law attorneys who will share their experiences in charting 
a career in public interest law. Panelists will include attorneys who have experience in legal aid and government, 
and with judicial clerkships and post-graduate fellowships. 
 
Tuesday, July 30, 2024 
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Evaluation Session: How Can We Make the Internship Experience Better? – PILI INTERNS ONLY 
Help make our program better by sharing your experiences and providing feedback on PILI’s Law Student Internship 
Program. 
 
Thursday, August 8, 2023 
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
What’s at Stake: Election 2024 
This November, we will go to the polls to elect candidates at the national, state, and local levels. Hear from leaders 
at area legal services agencies about key issues that we can shape with our votes. 
 
Tuesday, August 13, 2024 
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Incorporating Pro Bono into Your Career 
PILI Alumni working in the private sector will share insights and practical advice from their own experiences about 
how to make pro bono fit into a busy professional life.  
 
Thursday, August 15, 2024 
5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
PILI Alumni Reception: Welcoming the 2024 Class of Alumni 
The Gage, 24 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago 
Join us in celebrating your accomplishments this summer and your induction into the PILI Alumni Network. PILI’s 
Alumni Network spans over 45 years and includes nearly 5,000 past Interns and Fellows. PILI’s Alumni Reception 
celebrates the lifelong commitment to service shown by the Alumni and the amazing accomplishments of the most 
recent class of Interns and Fellows. The class of 2024 Interns and Fellows are invited to attend as our guests.  
 


