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New PILI legal aid internship set to start soon
By Sarah Mansur

 Law Bulletin staff writer

Update: Corrections have been made in the fifth, sixth, seventh, 17th and 25th paragraphs
clarify the spelling of retired U.S. District judge Wayne Andersen's name.

Law students in Chicago who want to explore public interest law careers have a new
opportunity to do that.

This year, the Public Interest Law Initiative has received funding for an additional law student
internship at the Legal Aid Society of Metropolitan Family Services.

PILI Executive Director Michael G. Bergmann said he’s excited to add the new internship spot.

“This will be the first time the Legal Aid Society will get a school year internship as a result of
this new funding,” Bergmann said.

Funding for the new internship comes from retired U.S. District judge Wayne Andersen and
retired appellate justice Sheila M. O’Brien.

“We are incredibly grateful to judge Andersen and justice O’Brien for their wonderful
generosity, and their real support and belief in the mission and work of what we do at PILI,”
Bergmann said.

O’Brien said, in an e-mail, that she and Andersen have known and admired PILI for years.

“[W]e know lots of people who support PILI and are on the PILI [b]oard, and in the law firms
and corporations which help. It's a great effort by lots of great people,” O’Brien said in the e-mail.

The law student internships through PILI have existed since 1977 when the organization was
founded, Bergmann said.

PILI’s internship program allows law students to work at public interest law agencies in
Chicago during the school-year and over the summer.

School-year interns work 200 hours part-time during the semester and summer interns work
400 hours.



PILI provides a $3,000 stipend to school-year interns and $6,000 stipend to summer interns.

Interns also have supervision by experienced a�orneys and are given networking and advising
opportunities.

Bergmann said the internship program has grown in the past several years.

When he joined the organization in 2010, there were 10 total school year interns. Last year, PILI
had 16 school year interns, and it has 17 school year interns this year.

At the beginning of this fiscal year, the organization had planned and budgeted for 16 interns,
Bergmann said.

“But, at the end of last year, justice O’Brien and judge Andersen said that they wanted to fund
a school-year intern,” he said. “When they did that, we added a new intern, a ninth intern, for the
spring semester.”

He said the judges made a gift of $9,750, which funds the stipends for a school-year and
summer intern as well as the costs associated with PILI’s support of those interns.

The judges began funding a summer internship at the National Immigration Justice Center last
year.

Their gift will go towards continued funding of the NIJC intern for this summer, in addition to
the Legal Aid Society intern this spring semester.

Bergmann said the importance of the law student internships at PILI are twofold.

“It’s a win for the student who is ge�ing real on-the-ground, practical legal experience and
learning what it will ultimately be like to be a lawyer.

“That opportunity during the law school to take the theoretical and put it into practice and
actually do legal work, I think is a tremendous educational opportunity,” he said.

“It’s also a tremendous opportunity to be introduced to the great need that exists out there for
legal services among low-income and disadvantaged populations … Those folks are ge�ing
assistance as a result of these interns … There’s already a strained network out there so we are
trying to add these extra resources to make sure more clients are being helped with their legal
needs.”

O’Brien said she and Andersen enjoyed mentoring law students when there were on the bench.

“This internship continues that. PILI internships give law students practical experience and the
students help those in need. That’s a win/win.”
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