Cultivating a lifelong commitment to public interest law
for 40 years and counting...

Incorporated

The project incorporates
as the “Public Interest Law
Internship” and establishes
its first Board of Directors.
155 students from 43 schools
across the country apply for
30 Internship positions.

Alumni Program Launched

Summer Internship stipends are
raised to $4,000.
Alumni of the Internship &
Fellowship Programs number
800.

The Intern stipend is raised
to $2,000.

New Name Adopted
PILI becomes the “Public
Interest Law Initiative,” the
name we bear today.
The program nearly doubles in
size in 2 years, with 22 Interns at 7
agencies, including the first Interns
from out-of-state law schools.

Founded

“The Chicago Law Student Public Interest Fellowship Program”
is proposed as a joint project of area law schools, public interest
organizations, the Chicago Bar Association, and the Donors Forum
to improve law students’ awareness of public interest law and lessen
the gap in legal services for the poor.
12 law students serve at 4 agencies, each receiving a $1,000 stipend.

PILI revises the Pro Bono
Manual and introduces
the Pro Bono
Prospectus and the

Pro Bono Reference
Guide to help firms and
corporations develop or
enhance their pro bono
programs.

2017

PILI launches the Pro
Bono Pledge through
the Judicial Circuit Pro
Bono Committees.
PILI launches the Giving
Circles Program
and donors begin
making 5-year annual
commitments.

Florence E. Miller, a strong
advocate for women in the legal
profession, named PILI as one of
the beneficiaries of her estate,
establishing the Florence E.
Miller Endowment Fund.
The Alfred C. Tisdahl Memorial
Internship Fund is funded by the Francis
Beidler Foundation in memory of Alfred
C. Tisdahl, a prominent Chicago litigator
committed to public interest law, pro bono
legal services, and community service.
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The Pro Bono Initiative Program promotes
pro bono at law firms and corporations.

PILI pilots its first school-year
Internships.

The Alumni begin hosting a monthly legal clinic,
the Legal Prep Community Law Clinic
in conjunction with Chicago Volunteer Legal
Services and Legal Prep Charter Academies.

PILI launches its Alumni Program to
maintain the connection between former
Interns & Fellows, PILI, and the larger
public interest law community through
educational, networking, leadership and
service opportunities.

Pro Bono Initiative Launched

1993

1983

1980

1977

1979

PILI launches the Graduate Fellowship
Program to place incoming associates
at public interest agencies, sponsored
by their firms.

PILI achieves a 41% growth in the Internship
program over the previous five years, .

2016

Law Student Intern stipends are raised to $5,000.

2015

Fellowships Launched

For the first time, PILI places
Law Student Interns
outside of Chicago.

2014

16 law firms and 4 corporate legal departments
join PILI to support an amendment to the Illinois
Supreme Court Rules to require reporting of
pro bono and financial contributions in the
annual attorney registration process.

Judicial Circuit Pro Bono Committees
Launched
PILI launches the Judicial Circuit Pro Bono Committees
program in the Third Judicial Circuit to promote and
enhance pro bono locally.

A special needs assessment study affirms a strong
need for PILI’s Law Student Internship Program, with legal
service agencies requesting an additional 102 PILI Interns
in the next summer and school year, on top of the 43
Interns in PILI’s 2011 class.

Law Student Internship stipend raised to $5,500.
The Alumni Class Representatives Program
is launched to help nearly 4,000 Alumni stay
connected to PILI and public interest law.

40th Anniversary

PILI hires its first staff member outside of Chicago.
60 Interns and nearly 70 Fellows participate in
PILI’s programs.
7 Judicial Circuit Pro Bono Committeees promote
and enhance pro bono across Illinois.

