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PILI Executive Director Michael Bergmann Named to Law Bulletin’s “40 Under Forty” 
 
Michael G. Bergmann, Executive Director of the Public Interest Law Initiative (PILI) has been named to the 
Law Bulletin’s “40 Under Forty” list for 2013. This list recognizes forty exemplary young attorneys in 
Illinois every year from among hundreds of nominations. Honorees are selected for their “intelligence, 
passion, success in the office, desire to help the community, and, most importantly, willingness to work 
hard at one of the Country’s most important professions.”  
 
Below is the feature article about Michael that ran in the Law Bulletin’s 40 Under Forty publication.  
 
 
 
 
40 Under Forty Attorney Profile: 
 
Michael G. Bergmann  
Public Interest Law Initiative 
 
Practice Area: Public Interest Law  
School: DePaul University College of Law  
Age: 37 
  
 
Michael Bergmann is fully committed to public interest law and pro bono work. Bergmann is executive 
director for the Public Interest Law Initiative (PILI). Before that, he served as PILI’s director of programs. 
PILI's mission is to cultivate a lifelong commitment to public interest law and pro bono service within the 
Illinois legal community to expand the availability of legal services for people, families and communities 
in need. 
 
Bergmann is responsible for managing the day-to-day operations for the organization. He has been 
instrumental in developing and implementing an extensive long range plan for the organization, which 
has led to a 25 percent growth in one of its core programs, the expansion of the organization’s work 
across the state, and a major rebranding effort. 
 
Bergmann previously served as the guardian ad litem program director for Chicago Volunteer Legal 
Services. He acted as a guardian ad litem in custody disputes before the Probate Division of the Circuit 
Court of Cook County and handled negotiation, mediation, social services referrals, discovery, litigation, 
research and written recommendations to the court. 
 
Lee Ann Russo is current president of PILI’s board and the pro bono partner for the Chicago office of 
Jones Day. She called Bergmann an energetic and visionary leader who is fully dedicated to promoting 
and encouraging pro bono work.  
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Daniel Cotter met Bergmann in 2002 through the Chicago Bar Association. The men have been friends for 
a decade. Cotter said Bergmann has earned respect across the nation. “Ever since I have met Michael, he 
has been someone who is just involved,” Cotter said. “Michael is everywhere and does everything. He is a 
role model and leader for many in the community to emulate and follow.” 
 
Justin Heather, of Korey Cotter Heather Richardson LLC, met Bergmann more than a decade ago at a 
Chicago Bar Association Young Lawyers Section event. The men have worked together on numerous 
projects. “Michael’s commitment to the organized bar, and its use as a vehicle for good, is unparalleled. 
He consistently led programs and encouraged others to engage in the YLS and serve the legal profession 
and the community at large in countless ways,” Heather said. Heather said Bergmann is a dedicated 
advocate for the less fortunate, adding that Bergmann is currently handling a pro bono matter on behalf 
of a client in political asylum proceedings. 
 
Bergmann also serves on the Cook County Elder Justice Center Task Force for the Elder Law and 
Miscellaneous Remedies Division for the Circuit Court of Cook County.  
 
“Michael is not someone who simply takes on roles to beef up his resume. Rather, for anyone who knows 
him, Michael’s dedication to service is genuine,” Heather added.  
 
A Justice in the State of Illinois Appellate Court called Bergmann a true role model for young lawyers not 
only in Chicago, but also across the country.  
 
“When I think of what Michael does for those who depend on the graciousness of lawyers for 
representation and what Michael does for the profession and the legal community, locally, state-wide 
and nationally, I am reminded of a Japanese proverb, ‘Let us not follow where the path may lead. Let us 
go instead where there’s no path and lead a trail,’” said the Justice. 
 
Bergmann is a recognized leader in legal aid, pro bono and public interest law, frequently speaking on 
these topics at the state and national level. 
 
He is a member of the American Bar Association, and a past chair of the ABA Young Lawyers Division – 
the first ever to come from Illinois and the first to be a public interest lawyer. Bergmann is a member of 
the ABA House of Delegates, and is serving as chair of the Lawyers Conference of the Judicial Division for 
2013-2014. He is also currently serving as the vice chair of the Judicial Division, and will serve as chair of 
that division in 2015-2016, only the third non-judge to chair that division. He also serves on the Standing 
Committee on Constitution and Bylaws, and previously served on the Presidential Advisory Council on 
Diversity in the Profession. He is also highly active with the Illinois State Bar Association and the Chicago 
Bar Association, is an adjunct professor of law at the DePaul University College of Law, and serves on the 
advisory board of the Chicago Lawyer Chapter of the American Constitution Society.  
 
 
 
 

To learn more about PILI, visit our website at www.pili.org,  
or contact PILI Executive Director Michael Bergmann at mbergmann@pili.org or 312-832-5129. 
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